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Discussion with the President, Saturday, December 21, 1963 


1. On Saturday morning. Secretary McNamara and I reported to 
the President on our trip to South Viet Nam. In attendance were 
Secretary Rusk, Ball, Karriman, and Mr. Bundy. 

The substance of the discussion was covered in Secretary 
McNamara's memorandum (attached) and my memorandum of 
December 20, (also attached. ) 

I gave McNamara a copy of Mr. Kent's memorandum on the 
"Probable North Vietnamese Reaction to Certain Clandestine Operations, 
20 December. " 

Following the meeting, I gave Bundy a copy of my memorandum 
of December 20, " Hi g h l i g ht s of Discussions In Saigon - 18 - 20 December 
1963". Bundy retained the original for transmission to the President. 

The President requested my comments on the McNamara 
memorandum be prepared prior to my departure, 

2. U-2 overflights over the Laos- Cambodian borders were approved. 

NOTE: On Sunday, Secretary Alexis Johnson, as a member, of the 

5412, approved such overflight. Also, it is my intention to secure 

Gilpatric's approval on Sunday evening, 

3. Following the discussion. Rusk, McNamara, and I talked privately 
with the President concerning Lodge's future. The subject was again 
raised by Rusk on Sunday morning. I stated that it was my impression 
that Lodge would stay with his job, would not enter a GOP primary; 
would stake his chances on the Republican nomination at the Convention. 

Z reported that Lodge had told me privately that he would stay with his job 
and he was embarrassed over the publicity surrounding his availability 
as a candidate. 

At the meeting Saturday, and again Sunday, I stated I could not 
guarantee Lodge 'e position because he was devious and therefore, I 
received any rema r ks he made with some considerable suspicion. 
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